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Established by Xutibhong Wichaidit and Saguna Saelimin in 2002, wd is a design oriented 
practice and has completed a range of mostly residential projects.  Our skill base includes urban 
design, architecture and interior design.  The work of wd responds to client needs and issues 
of site through an engagement with a modernist vernacular which employs a combination of 
rigorous geometric and structural considerations.  We challenge traditional concepts of design 
and intend to cross artificial boundaries of design convention.  Though we provoke a new set of 
investigations and challenges in each project, it is our intention for the practice to be consistent 
in expressing the richness of local materials and the craft practices inherent to our native 
Thailand.   

KENSINGTON WEST HOTEL 
Bangkok, Thailand

The brief for a new branch of the British hotel called K 
(Kensington) WEST was to investigate the traditional 
eastern response in the quest for fresh character 
and identity.  Two major programs of this project are 
guest rooms and long stay apartments. Thus, as well 
as designing the hotel a new ‘jacket’, the project must 
also stand as a single entity viewed by visitors, though 
they do not share entry, lobby and corridor.  With this 
contradiction, we proposed applying the local technique 
of weaving.  This technique not only offers a traditional 
appearance, but its pattern often changes throughout 
itself in corresponding to the different purposes it is 
created for.  The density of the spine member used to 
weave as well as the different distances between each 
spine was applied as a strategy to create a variety of 
cavity sizes suitable for separate purposes behind.  The 
two programs are now bound as a single pattern and can 
no longer be recognised as a separate entity.  The distinct 
quality of the weaving technique also provides for better 
ventilated living spaces for the apartments. Derived 
from a local technique which was then specially tailored 
for the project, a new pattern was created and a new 
character and face of K WEST in Bangkok was established.
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